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Sri Mataji's Benediction

God’s Touch

Is our Gurudev only in the Brundavanam? No. He is
omnipresent. But weare used to seeing himin only oneplace. Our
Gurudev made us acknowledgethefact
that theAlmighty iseverywhere. Onemust
recognizethat. It'saconstant truth. Change
comeswhenyou seethe body asyourself.
But you should realizethat, no matter what
you do outside, the Self inside you is [
constant and doesn’t change. G 8

During Lord Krishna's childhood ¢
every heart in the Vrg turned into a
mother’sheart. They all yearnedtohold %=
thelittle Krishna. Hebecameaccessible |
toall. Eventhe demon Putanacould get |
hold of him. Krishnagranted hishighest
abodeto her, who infact turned her breast milk into poison and
fed him. Hetook Putana slifewhilefeeding on her milk. That demon
turned into enormoussizeand fell dead inafield. They hadto cut
her body into piecesfor cremation. But to everyone sastonishment,
adivine fragrance emanated from the pyre. Thiswas possible
because she had the opportunity to experiencetheLord sdivine
touch. If that’sthe case, why should we ever havefear, sincewe
have caught hold of theLord'slotusfeet tightly?

Onceadevotee asked Sri Gurudev, “How isGod?” Gurudev
held hishair and pulled forcefully. Hecried, “ Ah! Pain!”. Gurudev
pinched hisleg. Hestruggled to overcomethe pain. Gurudev asked
“How didyou know thepain?’ and explained “ Becauseyour mind
IS present throughout your body, from head to toe. In the same
way, God ispresent everywhere.”

Sahasra Seershah Purushah Sahasréksha Sahasrapét| He
iseverywhere. All the heads and hands are His. Heistheroot of
everything. Just remembering Himas'‘ thelord of my heart’ isenough
for salvation. “When the Manas, Buddhi, Chittaand Ahankara
transform into Satyam, Shanti, Daya, Prema your conscience
becomes purified and youwill have darshan of theHrudayaBabu”,
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said Sri Gurudev. Even Lord Krishnataught the samethinginthe
Gita— Iswarassarva Bhutandm Hruddese Arjuna Tishtati|
TheAlmighty isnot just killing the demons. Heis speaking toyou
even at midnight. Ask yourself, “whoam 1?7’ and contemplate on
that thought. When all the layers of an onion are peeled off, the
person pedlingit only remains. Similarly, whenyoutakeout al your
outer layersthrough contemplation, what remainsisyour true Self.

Sri Gurudev used to say that all the Gopikasusedto leave
whatever they were doing and rush to Krishnawhen he played on
Hisflute. Some used to comewith buttermilk all over their hands
and somewith sogp al over the body. They even used to havetheir
ornaments helter-skelter, because their mind wasnot with them. It
reached the Lord even beforetheir bodiescould.

Babuji Maharg blessed us and took usinto hisrefuge. He
gaveushislotusfeet and told usto hold them with one hand and
continueour dutieswith theother. Invitesuchal ord to your homes.
Lord Krishnasaw butter and dirt equally. When mother Yashoda
got angry that He ate dirt, and wanted to seeinside Hismouth, she
saw thewholeuniverseinit andfainted. Thewholeuniversefitin
histummy, whichisaslittleasasmall pumpkin. Evenwearedsoin
it. When Yashodagot back to her sensesand started thinking that
thischildisno ordinary human being, He put up aninnocent face
andsaid“ Ammal | amhungry” and put her back into Hisillusion.
It svery tough to understand Him. But Histouchisenough for our
salvation and so we should aways keep our mindsin touch with
God.

May such GuruNarayanabestow upondl of youwithunlimited
devotion and knowledge, and protect you at all times!!*

OBITUARY

Kum. Pavuluri IndiraDevi aged 85 years, aresident of Sri
Kaligardens Ashramam and an ardent devotee of Sri Babuji
Mahargj, attained Guru Sayujyam on Monday, 09.09.2024.

May Sri Gurudev bestow peace on her soul and courage
to the family members.
\.

J
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FromtheEditor'sdesk:
ONLY NAME AND FAME ARE IMMORTAL

Om Gururam Namagte!

By thetimethisissueof * SamardhaSadguru’, the spiritual
magazineof Kali Vanaashramam, adornsyour hands, dear readers,
theentireAshram complex will beinthethick of theDasarafedtivities
As is the custom, the members of the
editorid boardwishyoudl ahgppy Dasasra. |,
May Jaggjanani (Universd Mother) shower
Her choicest blessingsonadl of ud '

Weadll know Dasaraor Deepavai |
representsthevictory of the Good overthe ' g _
Evil which arealwaysat daggers-drawn. S =
When theeternd fight betweenthesetwo = ¢
forcesreachesthedimax with Evil takingan
upper hand, Divineinterventiontakesplace |
to destroy thewicked e ementsand protect
thenobleones. Thishasbeenthecasefrom
eratoera

Mahishasura, the demon king, tried to obtain the boon of
immortdity from Brahmadevawho waspleased with hisprolonged
austere penance. The Lord told him: “Death isinevitablefor all
creatureson earth. So, short of avoiding death, you can prolong
your lifeby putting evenimpossible conditions by which you can
bedain.” Inthat case, Mahishasurasaid that he should bekilled
only by awoman fighting him. Theboonwasingtantly granted. The
demonwasunder thedel us on whichwoman would darefacehim
inabattle. Butit so happened that the Divine M other Hersdlf chose
towagethewar againgt him, and ultimately dew him.

Asuraswere adept intheir austeritiesto secure what they
desred. That iswhy theterm‘ Asurasadhana hascomeintovogue.
Pleased with their penance God invariably accepted their
conditiondities, andthey felt that their near permanent livingonearth
had been achieved, littlerealising that they had made God' sjob of
diminaingthemeasy. Hiranyakad pu put many conditionslikeheshould
notbedanby Devas asuras humanbeingsor animas; by any powerful
wespon; during day or night; onthefloor or air; ingdeor outsdethe
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house etc. But theLord couldfindtheloopholesandfinishhim. Smilarly,
Ravanaligedgods, Y akshas, Gandharvas, etc., werenot digibletokill
him, but failed toinclude humansbecause of hisarrogance. TheLord
took thehuman avatar assRamaand ended hislife. Thesearebut afew
examples.

TheEvil forcesthought immortaity to bedeathlessexistence
sothat they couldindulgeinther nefariousacts. “ They failedtoredise
thet immortaity meant nameandfame(*kirtisesha ) lingering even after
deeth,” SadguruMaharg would often say.

Another tricky aspect isboon-seeking. Peoplein general seek
boonsfor sdfishends. Oncein Tiruvannamaai, onaPournami night,
devoteeswere performing Giri Pradakshina, in which Ramana
Maharshi a so participated. One of devoteeswassinging aTamil
bhajaninwhichtheword “Kaavaanag’ (Oh Protector) repeatedly
occurred. Onhearingthis, theMaharshi asked “ Yaemi kavad anae?’
(what doyouwant). Immediately thedevoteesaid: “Naakuidli
kaavalanae, coffee kaavalanae” (I want idli and coffee). The
Maharshi looked askanceat him. After awhileabig basket of idlis
and hot coffeein alargeflask were brought by some devoteesand
Maharshi himself served them to everybody. Then the Sage of
Arunachalalooked at the bhgjan singer and said: | wasready to
giveyou Moksha, but you have preferred the cheap pleasure. That
isKarma.” This episode proves that we do not know what we
really need.

Afterthe'samhara of Hiranyakaspu, Lord Naras mhaoffered
aboonto Prahlada, who merdly asked * Give methe statewhereby |
need not seek boonsat al.” Thus, heliterdly tied thehandsof even
God!

PoojyaMatgi would awaysadvisedisciplesnot to seek boon
forthemsaves *Y oushould sk overal we fareof humankind of which
youarepart.”

Ja Gurudev!

Samsaraisan ocean with whirlpools, and tempestuou
windsinit. The only vehicle that can take us safely ashorei
Narayana Mantra alone.

y _Sri Babuji
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A DIVINE BIOGRAPHY - XXIV

-VijayeswaranandaPrasad
(Trandationof Teluguorigina by Pauri

Kali Prasad)

(Continued from the previousissue)

(SF S|
SRI BABUWITH SRI CHIRANJEEVI RAJU GARU

Raju garu firmly believed that God isnot far away and
Sri Babuhimsdf isGod, and aninfinitetreasure. AsRgju garuwas
blessed with that great treasure, he grew immense detachment
towardsthetempora and sorrow-bringing worldly treasuresand
properties. Strongly believing that al hispropertiesbelong not to
himself but to Sri Babu, Raju garu decided to submit all of his
properties at the lotus feet of Sri Babu. Raghavamma garu and
Seshamambagaru too supported this proposa wholeheartedly

Feelingimmensely strong with thisthought, he mustered
courageand put forward thisproposal to Sri Babu. who wasmoved
by the sacrificial and desirelessdevotion of thefamily towardsthe
Guru. Heasked with utmost love, “What did you think of mewhen
youdl decidedtodothis?’ They replied, “ Babu! Wewhol eheartedly
believed that you arethe only kin desiring our wellbeing, only friend
helping usin need, only God protecting usfrom dangers, and the
only guru granting ussavation. Aren’'t dl these properties, treasures
and even our bodies, mindsand soulsgranted by you?’

Sri Babu used to call Seshamambagaru as“ Ammanna’. He
asked her, “Ammannal Rgju and Raghavammamight not havethe
maturity to think about their respongbilities, or might have saidthis
dueto their boundlessdevotion towardsme. But asan elder inthe
family, you could have explained themthe prosand consof thisact,
andingtead youtoo arejoining theminthis?You giveout everything
to meand don’t leave anything back for Ammadu?’ Seshamamba
garureplied, “Babu! Inour first meeting itself you seemed to me
likean elder brother of Chiranjeevi. That iswhy | call you* Elder
Son'’. So, asthe elder son of thisfamily, you arethe head of this
family and these properties. What € se can we desirethan submitting
all these propertiesto you and ending our lives peacefully at your
lotus feet? And coming to Chandra, you, the lord of the whole
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universe, isher property. Who el se can be more prosperousthan
her?’ Isthereany higher limit for sacrifice?

Sri Babu posed acounter question, “When | amthelord of the
wholeuniverse, and al your propertiesweregranted by me, doesit
make sensefor you to givethem back to me, and for meto accept
them?’ Noneof them could answer. Sri Babu consoled them saying,
“What you need to offer tomeand what | truly desirefromyouis
your sacred and pureminds. With thisproposdl, you truly submitted
your bodies, mindsand propertiesto me. That aloneisenough for
making me happy. What use do | have of these properties? When
the DivineMother of theinnumerable universesismine, what canl
desremore?Pleasefollow my wordsand you can attain savation.”

But, Rgu garu’ sbhoundlessdisinclination could not be satisfied
with Sri Babu'swords. He said, “Babu! All my propertieswere
submitted to you inmy mind. If you don’t accept them, | will spend
al of themin charitiesor other services.” Sri Babu, out of hiskindness
guided himinafirmvoice, “Okay, You submitted thiswhol e property
along with your family to me, right?1 am acceptingit. Now, | am
the head of thishousehold and owner of these properties. So, you
bethe custodian of thisfamily and propertiesbel onging to meand
take good care of them asmy representative, strictly obeying my
orders. | am bestowing the responsibility onyou to make sure not
evenasmall mistake happensinthisregard. | amalowing youto
usetheleftover money in charitiesonly after fulfilling al theneedsof
thefamily. Thisismy order toyou asyour guru. Takecare!”

Then onwards Rgju garu acted asarepresentative of Sri Babu
andtook careof thefamily and properties, dedicated himsdlf tothe
service of the Guru, and spent thewhol etreasuresin the service of
thelord and other charitable causes. Eventhough Rgu garuand his
mother passed away, Raghavammagaru and Sri Matgji, till date
have been behaving asmeretrusteesof that property and acting as
representativesof Sri Babu.

Raugaru, completely divested fromworldly things, expressed
adesireto Sri Babu. Hisdesirewasto conclude hislifejourney in
aholy placeand inthe presence of Sri Babu. Sri Babu granted the
desire.

Sri Babu, along with all devotees, would go on a yatrato
Srisailam during the month of Kartikaevery year from 1961 to
1965. Whileleavingfor Srisailamin 1962, Sri Babu sent aword to
Raju garu to comethere along with Chandraand Raghavamma
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garuwho, however, could not go dueto someproblems. Chiranjeevi
Raju garu, along with Chandraaccompanied Sri Babu and other
devoteesintheyatrato Srisailam.

In 1963 the preparationsfor the Srisallam yatrawereunderway.
Chiranjeevi Rgu garuwasnot feding well. Sri Babu, who could
envisonthefuture, ordered Rgju garu, “ You goto Srisaillamaong
with family ahead of us. You perform Abhishek and BilvaArchana
to Sri MallikarjunaSwami and Kumkum pujato Sri Bhramaramba
Devi leisurely. It will benefit you. It will behecticfor youif youhave
to do these along with other devotees. Wewill reach there by the
Full Moonday.” Rgu garu, followed hisorder and reached Srisallam
ahead of timeand performed al the pujasa ong with family.

Sri Babu reached Srisailam later along with other devotees.
Ontheday of KartikaPurnima(VyasaPurnima) all the devotees
performed Sri Sadguru PedaPuja. SahasraGhataAbhishek (Bathing
by athousand potsof water) and L akshaBilvaArchana(worship
with alakh of Bilva leaves) to Sri Mallikarjuna Swami were
performed the next day. L aksha K umkum Archana(worship with
Kumkum chanting the name onelakh times) to the Divine Mother
was performed the day after. Rgju garu could not attend dueto his
illness. Sri Babu made Raghavammagaru performthe puja.

Onthethird day of thedark half of thelunar month (Bahula
Tritiya) Rgu garu'sillnessworsened. Treatment wasnot useful. Si
Babu, sensing ahead that it wasthefinal day of Rgju garu’slife,
went and sat near him that evening. Rgju garu wasserene. Sri Babu
asked, “Tell meif you have something in your mind.” Rgju garu
waved asigna to bring in Seshamambagaru, Raghavammagaru
and Chandra. Asthethreecamein, hekept their handsin Sri Babu’
handsand handed over their responsibility tohim. Hesignaledto
themtelling to attain salvation through the service of theguru’ sfeet.
He signalled that he doesn’'t have any more desires, touched
Swami’sfeet to hiseyes, and placed Swami’shand on hisheart.

Then, Sri Babu asked him, “Chiranjeevi! You oncedesiredto
endyour lifejourney inthe presence of the Sadguruinaholy place.
Your body isin the holy place, Srisailam. The soul within is
Mallikarjuna Swami. ‘Deho Devalayah Prokto| Jeevo Devah
Sadasivah| (Skandopanishad). All the devoteesaredifferent forms
of the Parama Siva. That Parama Sivaisthe Sadguru. With the
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divineblessingsof the Sadguru, aman can seethe ParamaSivain
himself andin everybody and everywheree se. Areyou having that
experience now?lsyour desirefulfilled?’” Chiranjeevi Rgugaru
nodded in affirmative. Sri Babu directed him, “Chiranjeevi! Now
you bewithout any thoughts. Chant the holy nameof Lord Sivaand
concentrate your mind onthelotusfeet of the Sadguru.” Rgju garu,
who attained ultimate peace, concentrated hisvisonin Sri Babu's
visonand dipped into meditation closing hiseyes. Sri Babu asked
“How isit?’ Rgugaru couldreply inafeeblevoice, “Babu! | am
having the darshan of Lord Siva. | feel ultimatebliss.” Sri Babu
said, “Beinthat meditation,” and hetoo meditated for awhileand
|eft the place.

Sri Babu returned to hisroomwith agloomy face, and locked
himself in. Seshamamba garu cameworriedly after awhileand
knocked onthe door saying, “Babu! Chiranjeevi isnot responding.”
Si Babu did not openthedoor. But, shecould hear Sri Babu replying
from inside in achocked voice, “Mother! Chiranjeevi will not
respond. He hasbecome onewith Lord Siva.”

The last rites were performed for the mortal remains of
Chiranjeevi Rgju garu thenext day near the Srisallam templeamid
the bhg ansand chanting of Upanishadsand Bhagavad Gitaby the
devotees. A memoria wasa so constructed there.

TheKarthik BahulaTritiyain 1963 wasthe day when Raju
garu attained onenesswith histrue Sdf. Karthik BahulaDashami in
1988 wasthe day when Sri Gurudev concluded hisavatar. Itisnot
acoincidencethat the weeklong annua Aradhana cel ebrations of
Si Sadguru gart withtheAradhanaof thediscipleon Karthik Bahula
Tritiyaand concludewith theAradhanaof the Sadguru on Karthik
BahulaDashami. Thisisan Aradhanathat denotesthe oneness of
theguruandthedisciple.

Thus, Raju garu left hismortal body in aholy placein the
presence of the Sadguru, as per his desire, with his mind
concentrated with Sngular devotion onthelotusfeet of Sri Gurudev.
Swami kept hisword granted to atrue devotee. He took upon
himself theresponsibility of thewholefamily and led theminlegps
and boundsintheir spiritua journey.

Chiranjeevi Rgu garu'slively portrait, withglowing smile, can
be seen oppositeto Sri Babu’'s portrait on the second floor of Sri
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BabuVignanaMandir intheashram, outsdeof Sri Babu'sresdentia
room. The sceneindicates how apure devotee and hisguru are
inseparable and how atrue devoteeisaglowing reflection of the
guru.

During later days, Chandra used to daily clean Sri Babu's
portrait aloneand adornit with flowers. Sri Babu noticed thisand
asked Chandraoneday, “Chandu! You are decorating my photo
daily withflowers. But, why areyou not placing even oneflower on
your father’ sphoto?Why areyou not even cleaning it?What isthe
reason?’ Chandrawas startled for amoment and later composed
hersdf andreplied, “Babu! My father could only givemethismorta
body, but you arethe Gurudev that could grant salvationandrid me
of rebirth, right?’ Sri Babuwarned herinasternvoice, “Oh! You
thought you were listening to Guru Bodha very carefully and
understood it correctly. But, if you had listened carefully and
understood correctly, youwould not havereplied thisway.

“Itistruethat | said‘ Parentscan only givethisbody through
karma, but itisguruaonewhoiscapableof ridding thekarmaand
eliminatingtheneedfor arebirth.” Itisa sotruethat youlistened to
the Guru Bodha carefully. But, did you forget my wordswherel
explainedtheVedicverseof ‘ Matru Devo Bhava, Pitru Devo Bhava,
AcharyaDevoBhava andtold youthat ‘ Thehuman birth aloneis
the greatest among the eighty-four lakh species, and it only can
helpintheattainment of mokshathat diminatestheneedfor arebirth.
That was granted to you by your parents. Isn’t it true that only
because of them granting you the human body, you were ableto
seek the protection of the Guru and serve himin order to attain
nirvana? Thus, the parents are the first gurus who should be
worshiped like gods. Onewho serves his parentswith devotion
and gratitude, alone can becomeworthy of the benevolence of the
Guru’. A Guru doesn't accept theworship of adevoteewhoignores
hisparents. First worship my Chiranjeevi, your father, with devotion.
He was the nobl e person who granted you the protection of the
Sadguru. My Chiranjeevi wonmy heart, tasted my love, and atained
permanent onenesswithme. | fed happier if youworship himrather
than me. Now onwards, you can only adorn my portrait after first
cleaning and adorning Chiranjeevi’sportrait.”
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Even now whenever Sri Matgji goes near those photos,
her eyes become wet remembering how much divineinstruction
washiddenin those seemingly warning words, how much dixir of
guru’slove was showered on the disciplein that photo and this
discipleworshiping that photo.

How fortunate amortal body is, that anyway hasto
fall down somewhere, some day, to be blessed with the shelter of
the Samartha Sadguru due to the collection of the good deeds
performed over severd births, and to be bl essed with the opportunity
of falling down on thelotusfeet of the Sadguru! There could be
many peopledesiring thisfortune. But, how many of themcanactudly
obtainit? Whoknows! But it iseasily obtainableto adisciplethat
submitshimself to theguru aong with hisbody, mind and properties
and serveshimwith unwaveringfaith.

Thelivesof Sri Seshagiri Rao garu and Sri Chiranjeevi
Raju garuwereredly fruitful asthey stood astrue definitionsfor
devotion towardsand the determination to serveaguru. They were
emancipated while still alive. Sri Babu repeatedly said that the
vacuum created by their departure can never befilled. Aslong as
they bothwere serving him, Swami never hadtothink about anything.
He used to remember them, saying “ They both used to sense my
inner feelings, and fulfil all my work without the need for my
ingtructionsor intervention. They provided mealot of rest. Itisnot
possibleto get such useful disciplesagain. Thoseblessed soulscould
bind meintheropesof their devotion. They awaysremaininmy
heart and keep appearing inmy thoughts.”

Chiranjeevi Rgju garu’s mother Seshamamba garu
moved to and settled in the ashram as soon asit was established.
Shelivedinthebuilding next to Babu VignanaMandir, Sri Babu's
residence, a ong with Raghavammagaru and Chandra. No matter
what time of the day it was, whenever Sri Babu would call out
“Ammannal” shewouldimmediately reply saying“Babu!” . Chandra
spent alot of timewith her discussing her experiencesin spiritua
practice and clearing her doubts. She merged with her true self
while chanting Sri Babu’snamein 1980.

Chiranjeevi Rgju garu’ssister Lakshmi, also aresident of
Gundugolanu, was a close devotee of Sri Babu and served him
greatly. She used to bring someform of snacksfor Sri Babu even
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though her family circumstanceswere not conducive. She used to
decoratein and out of Sri Babu'spujaroom with beautiful rangolis,
and dsomakegarlandsfor thepuja. Sheusedto gpply hennadesigns
on Sri Babu's palms. She spent many daysand nightsin chanting
theguru’snameand singing bhajanswithout caring for her food or
deep. Still, shemade surethat no shortage cregpsinin her familia
dutiesand served her husband and the guru equally and fructified
her life, ultimately becoming onewith Sri Guru.

Thereisaportraitin Sri Babu'sroom. It depicts Seshagiri
Rao garu and Chiranjeevi Rgju garu serving thelotusfeet of Sri
Babu gttinginathrone. Whenever Sri Gurudev wasbeholding the
portrait without blinking, hiseyesused to shower themoonlight of a
thousand moons and the honey of bliss.

In May 2004 (from the 2nd to 5th May) Sri Matgji installed
the marble statues of Sri Babuinathroneand Sri Seshagiri Rao
garuand Sri Chiranjeevi Rgju garu serving hislotusfeet on either
Sde, a Sri Vasshtashramin Sri Kali Vanashram, while conducting
Sri Hanumat-Sadguru-Dakshinamurthy Yagam. Sri Laithananda
Sarasvati Swami’smarble statue also wasinstalled nearby inthe
posture of reading Bhagavata. Numerous saints and Peetadhipatis
attended the ceremony and blessed the spiritual seekerswith their
divinediscourses.

Samartho GururyasyaKali Prasadah|
Guroranghri Padme ParaYasyaBhaktih|
Vidheyam Tama okitum VakraDrushtg|
DharaMandalesminaho! Kassamarthah?

Who ontheearth hastheahility to cast an evil eyeonadisciple
whose ableguruisKai Prasad, whose devotion towardsthelotus
feet of the guru is eternal, and whose obedience to the guru is

boundless? -- to be continued

( Theresponse of the devineto uplift usfrom samsarai )

creasesby legpsand boundsif asincerebeginningismadeby usin
offering oursalvesto Him. Torectify al defectsthat till lurk inthe
devotee, becomeshismajor responsi bility which hegladly shoul-
dersin order to bring about complete union of the devoteewith

Himsdf.
! _Sri Babuji
\\§ J
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KENA UPANISHAD - |
- C.V.RamanaBabu,

TheUniverseismoving. All living and non - living arealso
moving. Our body, mind and pranaare al so not constant. What
could bethereason?Which power isbehind this? This Upanishad
gartswith thisquestion and it provides precise explanationsfor the
abovequestions

The oldest scriptures available to us are Vedas. They are
Apourusheyas (unspoken by any one). Our Rishis heard these
soundsand recorded them. Sri Veda Vlyasadivided theminto Rig,
Yajur, Sama and Adharvana sakhas. Kena and Chsndogya are
taken from Sama Veda.

Theupanishad gartswiththeword, “ Kena” . By Whom?Hence
the name Kenopanishad. Our Rishiswithout taking any credit for
themselvessaid: “Thus spakethe Mahatmas’. We should also
approach these scriptureswith great respect in order to delveinto
deeper meanings, and do our sadhanas.

Every Upanishad startswith aSanti mantra.
1.Aum Sahana avatu, sahanowbhunaktu,sahaveeryam
karavavahai, Tejaswanaadheetamastu,maavidvishavahai,
Om santi, santi, santihi!

“May Brahman protect us both together. May He nourish usboth
together. May we both work together with great energy. May our
study bevigorousand effective. May we not hate each other.”

Om Peace! Peace! Peace!

2. Apyayantu mahangani, Vak pranachachakshu
stotramadhobalamindriyani cha! Sarvam Brahmopani shadam,
amaham Brahma nirajuryaam, Maa Maa Brahma Nirakarada
nirakaranamastva nirakaranamme astu Tadatmani nirate, Ye
upanishatsu Dharmaste mayi santu, te mayi santu

Om Santi! Santi! Santihi !

May my limbs, speech, vital energy, eyesearsand vitaity aswell
and other sensesmay becomemorevigorous. All arethat Brahman
of the upanishads. May | never deny Brahman nor any Brahman
deny me. Let therebeno denial at all. Let there beno denial at
least fromme. May al thevirtuesthat dwell intheupniashadsreside
inme, whoisdevoted to Atman. Peace! Peace! Peacel Toachieve
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anything, mind and body areimportant. This Santi mantrapraysfor
thesetwo.

To get rid of threetypes of obstructionswe utter Om Santi three
times. They are Adhyatmicam- physical and mental obstructions,
Adibhowticam- obstructionsfrom other beings, and Adhidaivicam
- obstructionsfrom naturd calamitieslikelightning, rains, etc.

All this by whom?
By whom our body, mind, pranasare functioning? The Upanishad
startswiththisquestion.
1. Om keneshatam patati preshitam manaha

Kena Pranaha pradhamaha praiti yuktaha!

Keneshitam vachameemaam vadanti

Chakshuhu strotram ka vu devo yunakti !!

By whom our mind flow towardsits object? By whose bidding
againthe chief pranaproceedsonitsfunctions? By whosewishes
do men utter the speech? What efflulgent one, indeed directsour
eyesand ears?

2. Srotasya strotram manaso mano yad

Vachoha vacham sa vu pranasya pranaha !

Chakshuscha churati muchya dheeraha

pretyaasmallokadamr uta bhavanthi!!

Theteacher replies. “Ear of theear, theMind of themind, the Speech
of the speech, the Life of thelife and the Eye of the eye having
detached the Self from the sense organsand renounced theworld,
theWiseattachtoimmortaity.

In thefirst mantrathe question was, “ By whose power our
mind, body arefunctioning?’ Thissecond Mantra says“Itisthe
Atmen’

3. Natatra chachurgacchati na vaa gachhati no manaha !

Na vidmo na vijaaneemo yahdhaitadanushisyaat!!
“Theeyedoesnot go, nor speech, nor the mind. We do not know
it and we do not understand how anyone canteach it. Thefunction
performed by oneinstrument cannot be done by other. Our senses
help usto experiencetheworld outside. They cannot seeinside.
Then, how the senseswhich cannot seeinside can describe? So
much so, they cannot describewhat their Atman hasexperienced.”

SosaystheRIst. (Continued on page 31)
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HANUMAN CHALISA
N.L.V.KrishnaRao

Sant Goswami Tulsdaswasagresat poet, reformer and known
for his devotion to Lord Ram. He wrote Ramcharitmanas
and composed Hanuman Chalisa in Avadhi, a dialect of
Hindustani. Tulsidashad dedicated hiseverythingto Lord Ram.
Peopl e started believing that Tulsidas had gained some mystic
powersand was capable of performing miracles.

Thenewsreached the BadshaAkbar who summoned thesaint
and asked himto perform miracles. Tulsidastold theemperor that
hewasasmple devotee of Ram and could not do miracles. This
angered theemperor and Tulsidaswasjailed.

It wasduring thosefor days, Tulsidascomposed thesehymns
inpraiseof Lord Hanuman. Each of theforty versescorresponds
tohisevery day stay in prison.

Onthe41st day of jail term, amultitude of monkeysattacked
theking'spalace (and thecity).

KingAkbar wondered whether the menace of monkeyswas
due to the imprisonment of Tulsidas. He met Tulsidas and
gpologeticaly requested himto stop theattack of monkeys. Tulsdas
prayed to Hanuman and monkeys disappeared, and Tulsdaswas
freed.

Peoplehave perceived the power of chanting Hanuman Chdisa
and millionsof devoteesdothisaspart of their daily anustanam. As
per the belief of many, itsrecitation purifiesthe body, mind and
adsofulfillsdl desires. Sheer faithinthe power of Godisrequired.

Our Sadguru Sri Sri Sri Hanumat Kali Vara Prasada Babuji
Maharg dwaysused to carry theframed picturesof Kadimataand
Hanuman wherever he went and worship them. Devoteeswould
not be allowed to see him when he was performing Puja. One
curious devotee peeped insidetheroom and hewas baffled to see
ahugemonkey sttinginstead of Babuji. All othersweredumbstruck
when he narrated thevisionto others.

After theevening prayer, Hanuman chalisaisrecited every
day inour Kdi Vanaasramam. Theincumbent Pithadhipati, Yogini
Sri ChandraKdi PrasadaMatgji, would often explain the efficacy
of reciting Hanuman Chalisain her discourses and prescribeit asa
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medicinewhenever devotees approach her with allmentsof bodly,
mind andignorance.

“Why fear | anhere’ Babuji Maharg would often aver. By chanting
Hanuman Chalisaonereachesthe state of fearlessness.

Given below arethe Hindustani stanzasin Roman script with
their meaninginEngllish:

Shhri Guru Charan Sargj rgf Nijamanu Mukurasudhari

Baranau Raghuvar Bimal Jasu Jo Dayaku PhalaChari

Budheeheen Tanu Jannike Sumiro Pavan Kumara

Ba Buddhi VidyaDehoo MoheeHarahu KaeshVikaar (1)

Cleansing themirror of my mind with the dust fromthelotus
feet of Divine Guru, | praisethe unblemished glory of Lord Rama,
which bestows four fruits of Righteousness (Dharma), Wealth
(Artha), Pleasure (Kama) and Liberation (Moksha). Oh! the son
of theWind God! Conddering measanignorant person, please cure
my bodily ailments, mental imperfections and impart spiritual
wisdom.

Chaupaii

Jai Hanuman gyan gun sagar

Jal Kapistihulok ujagar 2
Victory to Hanuman who is the ocean of Wisdom and
Virtues, Victory totheking of monkeyswhoisilluminating thethree
worlds.

Ramdoot atulit bal dhama

Anjani putraPavan sut nama (3)
You arethemessenger of Rama, You arethe abode of incomparable
power. You are also known by the nameof ‘ Anjani Putra (son of
Anjana) and ‘ Pavanasuta (son of Wind God).

Mahabir vikram Bgrangi

Kumati nivar sumati Kesangi (4)
You areamighty valorousone. Your body isasstrong asdiamond
(theweapon of God Indra) with apotential to achieveimpossible
goals. You purify theevil mindsand dwell intheheartsof puresouls.
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Kanchanavarnavirgasuvesaa

Kananakundalakunchita kesa (5)
Your complexion isgoldenin colour and You areshiningin beautiful
slk attire. Youareadorning earringsand Your hairiscurly and thick.

HathVVgraAur DhwaaVirge

Kaandhe moonj janeu sagje (6)
You are holding Vajrayudha (mace) in one hand and flag in other
hand symbolising victories. Sacred thread made of Munjagrass
adornsyour shoulder.

Sankar suvan Kesri Nandan

Tej prataap mahajag vandan @)
You aretheincarnation of Lord Shivaand the son of the king of
monkeys (vanar-rgj) Kesari. You are also thetreasure of infinite
power and strength. Thewhole universeworshipsYour glory and
potentias.

Vidyavaanguni &ti chatur

Ram kg kariveko aatur (8)
You arethemaster of BrahmaVidyawithdivinevirtuesand spiritud
wisdom. You are always on toes to obey Rama and know the
efficacy of serving Lord Rama.

Prabhu charitrasunibekorasiya

Ram Lakhan Sitaman Basya 9)
Yourgoiceligeningtothedivineplaysof Ramawhileexperiencing
theluminous presence of L ord Ramaand Sitaaccompanied by
Lakshmanainyour heart.

Sukshmaroop dhari Siyahi dikhava

Vikat roop dhari lank jalava (10)
You appeared before Sitain adiminutiveform and spoketo her in
humility. You assumed an awvesomeformand struck terror by setting
Lankaonfire.

-to be continued

October-2024 SAMARDHA SADGURU 19



ThusspokeMathaji
VYAKTAM-AVYAKTAM
(Manifest - Unmanifest) -C.V.Ramana Babu

Ksheera sagara taranga sikara - saara taarakita charu
moortaye!

Bhogi Bhoga sayaniya sayine -Madhavaya madvishe

namaha!!

Chitayami harimeva santatam- manda manda

hasitananambujam !

Nanda gopa tanayam paratparam- naradadi muni

brunda sevitam

Sankarasya charita kadhamritam - chandra sekhara

gunanu Keertanam !

Neela khanta tava pada sevanam - sambhavantu

mama janma janmani!!
- Mukundamaala

Theauthor of Mukundamaalawasaking. HewasaBhogi.
Hewas seeing Sri Narayanamutry in hismind’seye and rendering
servicestotheLord resting in ksheerasagara. Brahmacamefrom
Simanarayana. All deitieswereprasng Him. Sii KulasekharaAlwar
admonishesall of ustoworship awaysHari whosebewitchingsmile
mesmerisesall thethreelokas. Hewas none other than the son of
Nanda Gopan and who was alwaysworshipped by sage Narada
and others. (Sri Vijayeswarasnda Garu added Sri Sankarastuthi to
it). It says.

We arealso fortunate to have such prema and anugraham
of our Gurudev. Still, we have aspeck of doubt and wewould like
to know where God resides? God residesin the portals of our
heart. Heisin our thinking, in our Bhavana. Whenwe practisethis,
we can see God within ourselves. God belongsto al, webelong to
God. Our Gurudev isgiving such adivinefedling (Anubhuti) toal
of usthrough these satsang meets.

Gopikasexperienced such Bhogam (wedlth). Rukmini had this
experience. One of Sadguru’sdevotees Sri Panduranga Srisaila
Rao experienced it. By serving our Gurudev hedirectly received
theblessingsof our Gurudev.

Gopal enchanted all gopikas in Vrepalle with His divine
experience. Inour Ashram aso such adivineatmosphereprevails.
Under the Chuta vriksha (mango tree) we are performing Pujas
during Dhanurmasam and later used to listen to discourses on
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Tiruppavai, epic of Bhagavatam, Stories of Maharishis and
Mukundamaala. Then Sri Babuji Maharg) would comeand bless
al devotees with His madhura sambhaashanam.praising the
storiesof Sankara, praising the Gunas of Chandra Sekhara, doing
the pada seva of Neelakantha- May this happen to meagain and
agan.
First of all, we should removetheimpediments|likejealousy
and envy. Then we will become dearer to God. We should not
buildwallssaying“Thatisming’, “Thisismineg’. Thismomentary
body may fall onany day at any time. But the“1” (Taanu) isever
shiningindl of us. If you recognisethis, wewill beliberated inthis
birthitsdlf.

By drinking one sip of milk from demoness Putana, Krishna
gaveLiberationto her. They had to make pieces of her huge body
for cremation. Whenthey lit the pyreapleasing fragrance emanated
from her. Shethusbecameapure soul.

When we areremembering theseincidents of Treta Yugaand
Dwapara yuga, are we not deriving Ananda even now? Such
wonders do happen now also but we are not reckoning them.

Once when pujawas being performed in Sri Pandu garu’s
house, adevotee of Sri Babuji, Sri Mahabal eswara Rao garu got
inspired and requested Sri Babuji to grant an opportunity toinvite
all the devotees assembled there to hishouseto partake of maha
prasadam. Sri Babu said, “why do you bother?’, but later he
accepted hisinvitation.

All devotees sat for partaking of the prasadam. But themain
item of rice was not being cooked in spite of many efforts. Sri
Mahabaleswara Rao was sweating. Sri Swamini Lalitananda
Sarswati then advised Sri Rao tofall at thefeet of Gurudev and
apologise. When hedid so, therice got cooked in minutesand all
the devoteeshappily had the prasadam. Mahatmas have the power
to even to change creation. By their merelook, they can control all
five maha Bhutas. viz, Fire, Water, Air, Space and earth.

If youwant Mukti inthishirthitself, all our karmasshould be
destroyed. By surrendering to thefeet of Gurudev, al our sanchita
and prarabdha karmas would get destroyed and we will get
sayujyaminthishirthitself.

Having manifested Himsdlf by taking Avatar and having granted
Hisblessingsto all of usand shining asUnmanifest may Sadguru
Maharg] grant Akhanda jnana sampatti, Akhanda Bhoga
Bhagyalu and liberateall of us!*
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CURRENT PROGRAMMES
IMPORTANT PUJAS AND SATSANGS
AT SRI KALI GARDENS

October 2024:

2 Wed: Amavasya

3 Thu: Beginning of Shri Sharannavaratri - ---Ankurarpana

9 Wed: Mula Nakshatra - Saraswati Puja

10 Thu: Durgashtami

11 Fri: Maharnavami, - Collective Kumkuma Puja

12 Sat: Vijayadashami - Collective Kumkuma Puja

13 Sun: Ekadashi - Ekaham, Deekshaviramana,

Sri Sadguru Pada Puja.

17 Thu: Ashvayuja Purnima- Initiation of Shri Sadguru
Mandal Deeksha. Shri Mataji's birthday
mahotsavam, Shri Sadguru Pada Puja,

Bhakta Samaradhana.

26 Sat:  Sri Gurudashami-Satsang, Shri Sadguru Pada Puja.

30 Wed: Masashivaratri

31 Thu: Narakachaturdashi, Diwali festival - Satsang,

Shri Sadguru Pada Puja, Bhakta Samaradhana.

November 2024:

1Fri: Amavasya- Akasa Deepam

4 Mon: From November 4th tol12th Ekadasa Rudrabhishekams
with Navarasams, Panchamruthams and L akshaBilvarchana
offered to Lord Ramalingeswara Swami.

5 Tue: Nagula Cavithi

12 Tue: Chiluka Ekadashi - Ekaham, Shree Sadguru Padapuja,
communal Shree Satyanarayana Swami’sVrathams, Bhakta
Samaradhana.

13 Wed: Ksheerabdi Dwadashi - Shri Sadguru Padapooja, Bhakta

Samaradhana.

15 Fri: Kartika(Guru) Purnima - Satsang, Sri Sadguru Padapuja,
Bhakta Samaradhana. Sri Ramalingeswara Swamy
Nagarotsavam

18 Mon: Kartika Bahula Tadiya - Commencement of 35th Annual
Aradhana of Shri Sadguru Dev. Deeksha Sweekarana
by Pujya Shri Matgji. PunyaAradhanaof Shri Sadguru Dev.
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25 Mon: Sri Gurudashami - Mahabhishekam to Shri Sadguru Dev,
Shri Sadguru Pada Puja, Deepotsavam. Sri Sadguru
Mahapunyaradhanafor thosein the tradition of Sri Guru.

26 Tue: Homa for those in Sri Sadhguru Deeksha.

27 Wed: Homam Purnahuti, Deekshaviramana.

29 Fri: Masashivaratri

December 2024:

1 Sun: Amavasya

3 Tue: Date of Swaswarupa Layam of Shri Gurudev

7 Sat: Subrahmanya Shashti

11Wed: GitaJayanthi - Srimad Bhagavad Gita Recitation, Sri

Sadguru Pada Puja.
15 Sun: Margasira Purnima, Datta Jayanti - Shri Sadguru Pada
Puja.
16 Mon: Beginning of Dhanurmasa Vrata, Tiruppavai,
Rishulacharitra, Bhagavata discourses

25Wed: Sri Gurudashami, Christmas - Satsang, Shri Sadguru Pada
Puja.

28 Sat: Shanitrayodasi

29 Sun: Masashivaratri

30 Mon: Amavasya

January 2025
1 Wed: English new year - Satsang, Sri Sadguru Padapuja, Bhakta
Samaradhana.

8 Wed: Pushya Suddha Navami - Second Annual Aradhana of Sri
Ramalakshmi Prasada Mataji - Satsang, Sri Sadguru Pada
Pooja.

10 Fri: Mukkoti Ekadashi. - Uttardwara darshan, Shri Sadguru
pada pooja. Bhakta Samaradhana.

13 Mon: Pushya Purnima, Bhogi festival - Satsang, Shri Sadguru

Pada Pooja, Bhakta Samaradhana.

14 Tue: Sankranti festival - The beginning of Uttarayana
Punyakalam. Satsang, Sri Sadguru Padapuja, Bhakta
Samaradhana.

15 Wed: Kanuma Festival

18 Sat: Aradhana of Sri Thyagaraja Swamy

24 Fri: Sri Gurudashami - Satsang, Shri Sadguru Pada Puja.

27 Mon: Masashivaratri

29 Wed: Amavasya
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Keep the God, about
whom we
discussed till now, in
your mind and do
meditation for some
time.

Gurudev! No matter how hard we
try, God is not staying in our mind
and slipping away.

October-2024 SAMARDHA SADGURU

24



Can one of you bring
me water in this
sieve!
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Let me keep this
sieve immersed in
the river for a few

days.
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Children! Did you notice?
Your mind is similar to
this sieve. It too has
many holes. That is why
you are not able to
concentrate and God is
slipping away from your
mind. But as the sieve
collected mud by
keeping immersed in the
river for a long time, and
able to hold water, your
mind also when kept
immersed in the holy
name of God will close
its holes and be able to
hold God within
permanently.
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Babuji's Fables
HUMILITY MUST FOR LEARNING

My dear Chiranjeevulara:

When we want to learn something new from the master, we
haveto be polite before him. Only ‘vinayam’ (humility) on the part
of the student can impress any teacher who imparts knowledge.
Thereisafolktal e connected with the Ramayanawhich emphasizes
thispoint,

* * *

After slaying Ravana, Lord Rama commands his brother
Lakshmana to go to the dying Lanka ruler and seek to learn the
nuances of statecraft from him as Ravanawas a good administrator.
Reluctantly, Lakshmana conveysthe desire of Ramato Ravana, but
thelatter rudely dismisses L akshmana, saying that he does not deserve
to be taught anything.

Enraged, Lakshmanareturnsto hisbrother and reports Ravana's
rejection of hisrequest.

“When you spoke to Ravana, where were you standing beside
him?’ asks Rama. Lakshmanareplies. “| was standing near hishead,
so that he can hear me.”

Rama directed L akshmanato go again to Ravana and makethe
request standing near his feet, without showing any trace of anger.

Lakshmana does as directed, and seeks Ravana's response.
With a pleasant face, Ravana says, “Now you are fit to receive my
advice since you have shown the humility a student should have. |
do not have much time left for giving a detailed lesson. Hence this
brief advice. Whenever you want to do anything good, do it
immediately. If any harmful act isto be done, wait for a day so that
you can analyse the pros and cons of such an act in a calm
atmosphere.” So saying, Ravana breathes his last.

When Rama hears this piece of advice, He feels happy and
tells Lakshmana: “L ook, your humility hasbrought usthe best advice
from the Lanka ruler.”

* * *

Children, hope you liked story. ‘Vidya vinaya sampanne’
(knowledgeisgained by humility), Sadguru Babuji Mahargj and Pogjya
Mataji would often say in their discourses. Let usput it into practice
by being humble before our teachers.

Yoursaffectionately,
Maathula*
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Children'sSection
WORLDLY PLEASURES ARE MOMENTARY

Therewasaking. He built many homesfor hissubjectsand
provided al amenities. Hundredsof servantswereready to provide
servicesat hisbeck and call. The king became proud asall his
wisheswerebe ng fulfilledimmediately by theservants. Hisname
and fame spread to neighbouring kingdoms. He becamevery happy
that hisname was spread to various places.

Time passed on. The king became ill. Many well-known
doctorscametotreat him but to no avail. Instead, the diseasewas
increasing day by day. Neither theking'srelatives, nor servants
nor his name and fame could not cure him. He became amere
skeleton. Oneday he shed themorta coil, leaving dl hisfollowers
indeepgrief.

All the ministers gathered and arranged adecorated chariot
studded with fragrant flowersand put hisbody in it and started
parading himwith great splendour inthecity streets, accompanied
by soundsof drumsand trumpets. Peoplefrom neighbouring places
a so participated ingood numbers. Then suddenly it sarted raining.
Thedownpour continued without any break. All the peoplewere
drenched. One of them waswearing anew pair of chappals. He
requested one householder to alow hischappalsto bekept inside
their veranda. Hewas allowed to keep thefootwear inside.

Meanwhile, the procession carrying thebody of theking was
passing nearby. They requested the househol der to allow them to
keep theking'sbody till therain receded. Hedid not agreetothe
proposal. Then they questioned him asto how he allowed that
person to keep his chappal sto be kept inside? The househol der
replied: “ Sir! what al you saidistrue. Everyonewill respect the
king aslong ashewasalive. Once he diesthe body hasno value.
Nobody would allow to keep hisdead body insdetheir house.”

TheMinistersand othersthought thus: “Hewasright. al his
name and fame, hispomp and luxury were only momentary and
once heisdead hisbody isof no valueand he hasto be cremated
immediately, el sethe body would beleft to be eaten by dogsand
kites”

Moral: So, dl theworldly possessionsare momentary. Therefore,
peopl e should devel op detachment to worldly pleasures.*

- Retold by C.V.R. Babu
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DHARMA PROTECTSITS FOLLWERS
P. Mukund

Gauthama and Manikundala were good friends. While
Gauthamawasgreedy and only thought adharmawasgreater than
dharma, Manikundala, aweda thy man, always praised, supported
and strictly followed dharma. Gauthamaeyed hisfriend swedlth.
So, oneday hechallenged him“Let’shold adebate. Wewill ask
thewholevillagethe same question “whichisgreater, dharmaor
adharma?’ The stake in the game was each one’s wealth.
Manikundalaagreed.

Asexpected by Gauthama, adharmawon, since many people
werelikehim. Trueto hisdharma, Manikundalagaveaway dl his
wealthto Gauthama, but still maintained dharmawas superior.

Gauthama’s ego was not satisfied. So, he held the debate
again. This time also the stake was the loser’s hands. Poor
Manikundalalost again, and his handswere chopped off. Yet he
hailed dharmaonly

Gauthamawas not satisfied. So held the debateagain. This
timethe stakewastheloser’seyes. Manikundalalost again and
was blinded. Hewasthen dragged to thelocal Vishnutempleand
abandoned there. Yet he stood by Dharma.

Meanwhile, the Lankaruler Vibheeshana, aregular visitor to
thetemple, saw the plight of Manikundala. After hearing hisstory,
Vibheeshanadecided to help him. He had thenin hispossession
some herbsof the Sanjeevani hill whichwasbrought to Lankaby
Hanuman to save L akshmana Heused it torid Manikundaaof his
disahilities, and gavehim some herbs.

After thanking Vibheeshana, Manikunda atravelled through
many kingdoms. In one of them he heard that the princess of that
placewas serioudly ill and that therewasno curefor her disease.
Theking had proclaimed, “Whosoever can cure my daughter will
win her hand and becomethe next king.” Manikundalasucceeded
incuring her withthe herb, and married her. Yearslater, hebecame
thekingaso.

Oneday, Gauthamaentered the court. Hewasintorn clothes
and | ooked miserable. Manikunda awe comed him, despiteall the
thingsthat had happened between them and asked why hewasin
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such a condition? Gauthama cried, “Oh dear friend! | now
understand that dharmaaoneisgreat. After thehorriblethings| did
toyou, | lostingamblingdl my wedthand amin deep debt. Besides
| suffered adog biteand many more calamities.”

Manikundala, being akind man, took himto River Gangaandtold
him to bathe. Gauthama's sins were washed away, and he was
givenalot of money by king Manikundala.

Moral: Dharmaprotectsthosewho abideby it. Hence, we should
alwaysfollow dharmaand bekind to others.*

(continued from page N0.16)

4. Anyadeva tadwiditadhadi Aviditadadhihi !

Iti sushruma poorveshaam ye nastad vyachachakshire!!
“Itisdifferent fromtheknown; It isabovetheunknown. Thus, we
heard from the preceptorsof old whotaughtittous.” TheSelf is
different from othersandissuperior todl other knownthings. We
heard so from our preceptorswho told us. What all weknow is
not Atman. Similarly, what we do not know also isnot Atman.
Atman cannot beknown through worldly experiences. Thiswill be
clearer incoming mantras(2 1-3)

5. Yadvaacha nabhyuditam yena vagbhyudyate !

Tadeva Brahma twam viddhi nedam yadidamupasate !!
That wich cannot be expressed by speech, but by which speechis
expressed - That aloneisknown as Brahman and not that which
people hereworship.

6. Yanmanasa na manute yenaahurmano matam !

Tadena Brahma twam viddhi nedam Yadidamupasate !'!
That which cannot be apprehended by the mind, but by whichthe
mind isapprehended- That aloneisknown as Brahman and not
that which people hereworship.

7. Ya chachushaa pasyati yena chachoos pasyati !

Tadeva Brahma twam viddhi nedam yadidamupasate !!
That which cannot be perceived by theeye, but by whichtheeyeis
perceived - That a oneisknown as Brahman and not that which

people hereworship.
-to be continued
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Glorious Devotees
NAAMADEV C.V. RamanaBabu

(Trandation of Telugu original by Jagannadha Prasad)

Onceupon atime, Dama Seth and GunaBai, avirtuouscouple
and staunch devoteesof Lord Pandurangalived in Pandaripuram.
Hewasatailor by profession. They werechildlessfor alongtime.
One day, Panduranga appeared to him in dream and said,
“Tomorrow, aboy will come, floating inthe Chandrabhaga. Take
himandraisehim.” They did soand named him‘NamaSeth’, later
knownas‘NamaDevudu'.

Theboy reached fiveyearsof age. Oneday, whilegoingtoa
nearby village, Damaentrusted to NamaDev the duty of offering
‘Naivedyam’ (food) to Panduranga. NamaDev went to thetemple
with sister JanaBai. Jana sat outside. He kept thefood in front of
thedeity andinsisted, “Unlessyou edt it, | will not gohome.” The
Lord obliged but told Namato close hiseyes. When Namaopened
hiseyes, hefound the plate empty. On knowing of it, his parents
werevery happy.

Oneday, Namadev went to thetemple. He heard the deity’s
voice, “Nama, you must lovedl, theway youloveMe. The purpose
of your lifeisto make othersknow themselves, loveadl and praise
God.” Then onwards, he used to moveamong all people, singing
hymnsand spreading ‘ bhakti’ .

Though reluctant, but to satisfy hismother, Namadev married
Rgal, daughter of Sadavarthi Seth. Hewouldtreat al equally and
accepted the food offered by aHarijan couple Chokamelaand
SoyiraBai.

Namadev wasblessed withason. Onthe21st day (‘Barasda :
naming ceremony), in the absence of Nama, Pandurangawent there
with new clothesand toysin the guise of Namadev and named the
boy ‘Narayana . Namadev wondered on learning about it. One
day, while hewas singing, Savatamali, adevotee, accompanied
hm. Great devotees Santaji Pawar and Bodhala Bavatoo came
thereand enjoyed hissinging. JanaBai told him that Nivruthinadh,
Jnanadev, Sopandev and MuktaBai camefrom Alandi to meet
him. Heran to the Pundarikatemple and met them. They told him
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that hisdevotion wasimportant but not hisintroduction. All were
very much pleased and engrossed in peace by hissinging.

Asdevoteeswould joinhiminsnging, therewasdeclineinthe
number of devoteesvisitingthedeity andintheincometothepriests.
So, the priestsrequested him to stop singing inthetemple. Ashe
did not accept, they physically threw him away inthe backyard.
But, Namadev started singing theretoo. Much pleased, the L ord,
whowasfacing eas, tilted towest dong withthetemple. Thepriests
were shocked and prostrated at hisfeet and begged pardon.

Hewasleading avery poor life. But, thekind Lord Panduranga,
in the guise of Khandoja, brought four bags of food grainsby a
cart, handed them to Rgjai and said, “ Someonetold meto hand
over thesebagsto Namadev.” Thussaying, Heleft. Onopeningthe
bags, shefound to her astonishment, many gold coinsaong with
jowar inthem. Namadonated most of the gold to the poor.

One day, Namadev went to Tirodhi village, where Gora
Kumbhar, a potter by profession and an ardent devotee of
Pandurangalived. Jnanadev aso went there at that time. Goramet
them and requested them to visit hishome. They accepted. Singing
and ‘ satsang’ were conducted there. Jnanadev requested Gorato
test the devotees and find out the perfect devotees among them.
Using awooden piece with which he would test the pots, Gora
started touching their headswith it andtell their spiritual level. He
tested Namadev also and said, “ Thispot ishalf burnt only and so,
not perfect.”

Much pained, Namadev went to thetempleand fell at thefeet
of Panduranga. The lord advised him, “Your knowledge is
incomplete asyou did not serve any scholar (* Guru’). So, meet
VisobaK hechari and enlighten your knowledgewith hisblessngs.”

In due course of time, Namadev was blessed with three sons:
Mahadeva, Govinda, Vithdaand adaughter LimaBai. Hisparents
becamevery old. They were getting on with the hel p of devotees.
Namawould spend most of thetimein thetemple, singing inthe
presence of devotees.

- tobe continued
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SRI SUSHMNA PRASADA ASWE KNEW

RekhaPrasada

All the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely
players, they all have their exits and entrances. And one man
in histime plays. many parts.

- William Shakespeare.

Sri Sushumna Prasada often used this quote of the famous
English poet in her discourses. Sushumna, whomwedearly called
Indirakka, exited thisworld stage but | eft usalegacy of her wisdom,
imparted by her illustriouslife, her discoursesand books.

Her lifewasaliving exampleof how
aSamardha Sadguru can rewriteone's
destiny. Atavery young age because
of her chronic, life-threateningillness,
shewas pronounced dead by doctors.
Everyoneisbornfor apurpose, which
would become apparent only by the
guidance of a Samardha Sadguru.
Sushumnahad so much to offer tothis
worldand carry out her responsbilities
as ordained by the Almighty that her
sojourninthisworldwasdetermined by
Sri Gurudev. That being said, shereturned to thisearth.

Shewasavery accomplished lady, but very unassuming and
humble, akind of introvert. Shewassmple, and soft-spoken and
had asense of humor she seldom unveiled.

Sushumna was always seen with a book, reading Sahasra
Namas, or Stotrasof Sri SankaraBhagavadpadacharya. Infact,
she herself had a divine insight to write Sahasranamas and
Ashtottaram of Sri Matgji. When at homeor in Brindavan, she
wasfor most part in meditation or with ajapamalain her hand.
Her speechesreflected her experiencesand had agreat influence
onother devotees. They wereinformative, humorous, andinspiring.

Sri Mataji aways says devotion isthe most important and
fundamental requisitefor any spiritua seeker. Indirakka, based on
her spiritua experiences, added six morerequisiteswhich sheused
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to mentionin her discoursesas6- D’swhich areessential toolsfor
spiritual seekers. They are: Determination, Dedication,
Discrimination, Digpassion, Detachment and Discipline. Fromthe
following eventsin her life, it can be concluded that she had applied
the tools of spiritual practice mentioned above in her life and
intensified her spiritua practiceto reach her godl.

Her dedication and devotionto Gurudev wasexemplary. She
made afirm decision at avery young age (nineteen) to remain
unmarried. Exhibited determination and detachment, applied
discriminationto choosethe spiritud path, dispassion and detachment
by livinginAshram despite her family consisting of four asters, and
their extendedfamilies. Shewasatrailblazer to her family members
inthe path of Gurudev. Her salf-disciplineand serviceto Gurudev
and Ashram, left her notimeto useit indiscreetly or wasteitin
indolence. Shehad afragilebody andfrail hedth. Inspiteof that,
shewould participatewith much enthusasmintheroutineand specid
activitiesof Ashram. When her health did not permit her towalk,
shestarted usng awheelchair.

Sri Babuji would highly commend her for her practice of
meditation - she had no body consciousnessand wasin astate of
Samadhi. To provethat to other devotees, Sri Babuji wouldtry to
disturb her and therewould not be any response. Her concentration
was so great that, no matter what, she never got distracted.

Sushumnahas many books publishedin Englishand Teluguto
her credit, by Ashram Publications. For many years shewasa
member of the editorial boards of Ashram’sspiritual magazines.
She regularly contributed articles to them. Her articles were
published in English newspapersa so. After retirement, sheoffered
her servicesin Ashram Schoal.

Sheserved asan English trandator to Sri Matgji’ sdiscourse
addressing the Parliament of Worlds Rdigions(CPWR) Conference
held at Barcelona, Spain, in 2004.

Themindisitsown place, and initself can make heaven of hell
and hell of heaven, said John Milton. As always, she seemed
very cam and peaceful eveninher find journey. Shemadeaheaven
inthisworld, for herself - atruerolemode for spiritual seekers!*
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SUNDARAMURTHY NAYANAR - VI
(continued fromthe previousissue) -Ramaswami S.

Onreaching Tiruvarur, Sundarar waskeen on meseting Paravai
Nachiar, but felt guilty to goto her res dence becauseof hismarriage
with Sangili Nachiar in Tiruvotriyur. Paravaiyar who had cometo
know about hismarrying Sangiliyar wascut upwith himand refused
tomeet him.

Sundarar sent afew of his
disciplesto Paravai’shouseto ,
inform her of his arrival in =
Tiruvarur and hisdesireto be £5

with her. Sheturned them out

rudely, saying that he had |

broken hisword given to her,

by surreptitiously marrying |
|-

=

;i '

Sangili in Tiruvotriyur.
Undaunted, Sundarar sent a
delegationof Tiruvarur edersto
explainthecircumstancesthat ||
ledto hismarriagewith Sangili.
But they also drew blank.

Disappointed, Sundarar went to the shrine of Tyagesaand
prayed thus: “O Lord, why isParavai angry with me?You very
well know that | married Sangili at your behest. Only You can
convince Paravai and make her accept me.”

Asifinresponse, aceestid voiceproclamedthus. “ Sundara,
do not worry. We will go to Paravai’s house as your messenger
and make her relent and accept you.” Sundarar’sjoy knew no
bounds.

Aspromised, theLord went to Paraval’ shousein the gui se of
thechief priest of Hisshrineknocked at thedoor. On opening the
door, shesaw thechief priest and received himwith due honours.
Shethen asked “ Swami, may | know for what purposeyou have
graced my house?’

Hereplied: “Paravai, | have come here asamessenger of
Sundarar, whoislonging for your company. Shed your anger and
accept him. Itill-behovesyoutoregect hisplea”
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Onhearingthis, Paravai’ sfaceturned red. She shouted at him
thus. “Revered gir, if thisisthe purposefor which you have cometo
my place, you have my permission to withdraw from here
immediately, lest youwill loseall therespect | havefor you.” So
saying, shesdammed thedoor on hisface.

When the Lord related thisto Sundarar, hefelt very sad and
cried, “Inthat case, | amnot fittoliveany longer.” TheLord consoled
him and said: “ Sundara, do not lose hope. Let Megiveonemore
try.”

ThistimetheLord went to Paravai’shousein Hisdivineform
and knocked at the door. When Paravai opened the door, there
stood the L ord in Hisdivine splendour, accompanied by hisganas.
SaidtheLord: “Paravai, do not harbour any anger against my dearest
devotee. Only to emphasisethis| cameto youonceagain.
Paravai prostrated at the Lord' sfeet and said: “When You have so
much love and affection for my husband, how can, ashiswife, be
angry withhim?’

Pleased, the L ord went to Sundarar and informed him of the
successof Hismission. Sundarar was overjoyed and went straight
to Paravai, who recelved himwith affection. Thereupon the couple
lived happily, serving the Lord and hisdevotees.

(to be continued)

( OBITUARY h

Smt. Bulusu SitaMahalakshmi aged 100 years, aresident
of Sri Kaligardens Ashramam and an ardent devotee of Sri Babujji
Mahargj, attained Guru Sayujyam on Friday, 30.08.2024.

May Sri Gurudev bestow peace on her soul and courage
to the family members.

.

J

( OBITUARY )

Sri Cheruvuri Suryanarayana Raju aged 93 years, aresi-
dent of Sri Kaligardens Ashramam and an ardent devotee of Sri
Babuji Maharaj, attained Guru Sayujyam on Wednesday,
11.09.2024.

May Sri Gurudev bestow peace on his soul and courage
\to the family members.

J
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KAIVALYOPANISHAT - XXVII

RekhaPrasada
(Continued from the previousissue)

Inthe 14th mantra, it wasexplained that in thewakeful state of
anindividua theAtman functionsasVishwa, inthedream statethe
Attman functionsas Thaijasaand in the deep sleep state Atman
functionsasPraagnya.

Thefifteenth mantraof the Upani shath saysthat thelifeforce
(prana), the mind (manas), al the organs (indriyas), the five
elements(panchabhutha), namely space, wind, fire, water and earth
that upholdsall, originatefrom This(the Brahman). Mind belongs
to theinner sense organs (manas, buddhi, chitta and ahamkara).

Narayanopanishat saysthat the entire creation has effectuated
fromNarayanaHimsdf. NarayanaistheAtman, the Supreme Power
whichisall pervading. Thisisthe substratum (aadhaara) for all.
The prana (life), the mind (anthahkarana), all the organs
(indriyas), space (akasha), water (aapah) haveadl originated from
Him, ( Narayanaor Brahman) that supportsall.

Thisisamantrathat also appearsin Mundakopanishat. For all
effects, the substratum is but the very material cause (upadaana
karana) from which all these effects have sprung up, isawell-
knownfact. Atmanisthesubstratumfor all. Thebody conssting
of the organsand mind arejust not there because of our parents.
All of theabove, even our parentsarethereand the cause of al is
noneother thanthe Atman.

Sri Matgji further explained each object and itsfunctionsinthe
creation asfollows:. the body functionswhen thereislifeforce
(pranashakti) init. Perception of the outside materialistic world,
and response to those perceptions, all actions related to the
perceptions happen through the mind and all organs of the body
(antahkarana and indriyas). Atma is the upaadana kaaranam.
Expounding on thismatter Sri Matgji gavethe exampleof clay or
mud asthe upadaanakaaranam, cause, that isused to make plates,
pots, jugs, which then are the effect of that cause and they are
caled nimitthakaaranam.

Another exampleisgold. Goldisthecausefromwhichall the
various ornaments get their existence and their respective names
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like bangles, necklaces, etc. Wedo not just call them gold but give
them different names. Goldisthe upaadanakaaranam.

Atmanisthesubgtratumfor dl of us. That isupaadanakaaranam
and our body isaninstrument - nimitthakaaranam. Whenthereis
lifeinthat body, only then the sense organs, mind and intellect are
capableof percaiving, fedingand thinking; but they cando soonly
inaconducivefield of objects (of both grossouter world and the
subtleinner world); just asacar wherethereareno roads, aboat in
astretch of sandy desert devoid of water, music for the deaf, a
printed scripturefor theblind areall useless, becausethereareno
fieldsfor these vehiclesto function.

A conducivefieldisabsolutely essentiadl. It canyield endless
experience. Itisunavoidable. Theliving body-mind-intellect sorung
from the Ultimate Truth, the Aadhaara, must function and gain
experiences. Thisfield-of-objectsisconstituted of thegreat Five
Elements, from the Eternal Divine Self. Thefive elements, their
admixture, their entire grossworld of objectsand the Five great
elementsintheir rudimentary state (PanchaTanmatras) constitute
themateria fromwhichal feelingsand thoughtsare moul ded ouit.

This instrument called the living body-mind-intellect (all
supported by theAtman) a one can experience something. Tofurther
explainthisaspect practicaly, Sri Matgji narrated an experiencein
Sri Gurudev’spresence.

Sri Matgji learnt ‘ Sivanandalahari’ in Ashram. She even
participated in acompetition held on‘ Sivanandaahari. Sherecited
theversesof that in Sri Gurudev’s presence, before even attending
the competition. Sri Gurudev wasvery delighted to listento Her
recitation, blessed and rewarded Sri Matgji with Prasadam, fruits
and gifts. “| experiencedivinity whenever | recollect the happenings
of that day or seethegiftsgiven onthat occasion.”

If thereisno body (whose substratumisthe Atman), thereis
no experienceof any kind. Shereiterated that having obtained this
humanform, itisimperativefor everyoneto experienceKavayam,
trueLiberation, whilestill living inthisbody; possessing worldly
treasuresalone, are of no use. Birdsand animalsalso havebirth
and death. Humansal one are bestowed with the great opportunity
of experiencing trueLiberation.
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In the above context Sri Mataji narrated a conversation
between Swami Vivekanandaand ayoung man, during Sri Swamiji’s
travelsinthe United Statesof America

Swamiji: Why did you come to this country (U.SA.)?
Young Man: | came hereto study.

Swamiji: What will you do after that?

Young Man: | will look for a good lady and get married.
Swamiji: What will you do after getting married?

Young Man: | will have children.

Swvamiji: What will you do after giving birth to children?

Theyoung man could not think of an appropriate answer and
sohereplied - ‘old agewill setinand I will di€’.

Tothis, Sri Swamiji, gavethefollowing repartee: “If you have
todie, why don't you diewhileyouaredill livinginthisbody. Why
comethisfartodie?” Then Swamiji said hewaswaiting for that
reply fromtheyoung man. Hefurther saidthat thislifeisnot given
tousjust todie. Themoment we are born, the day of our death
alsoispredestined. Beforethat day, we haveto gain accessto that
real treasure minethat we havein us, and attain that imperishable,
immortal state. “ Try to attain that young man. Thereisnothing that
you cannot obtainif you make an earnest effort.”

Swami Vivekanandaawaysinspired the youth with courage,
spiritand hope. He continued hisconversation with theyoung man
thus-“You can succeed with sincereeffort. Theworldissoglorioudy
progressing today because of young peoplelikeyou. Thereisa
changefor thegood inthemindsof young people. Alongwiththis
transformation, if you recognizethe spiritual knowledgethat islatent
inyou, youwill shineasagrest intellectua person. If yourecognize
therea Sdlf (Atman), then thelast answer given by you would not
comeout of you.”

Sri Matgji continued the discourse: “ Thethree desiresthat a
person gets attached to are Daareshana (desire for a spouse),
Dhaneshana(desrefor wedlth) and Puthrehana(desirefor children).
Thesethreedesiresarethe causefor theinability tobeinthe presence
of Paramathma (the Ultimate) and recognize the True Knowledge
of the SdIf that iswithin aperson. In someother context Mahatmas
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stated that Daareshanais for birds, Putreshanais for animals,
Dhaneshanaisfor human beings; but al threedesiresare at some
pointintime, are binding aperson. Theonly difference between
humansand the af orementi oned speciesof lifeisaman getsattached
moreto wealth. Heiswilling to go to any lengths and does not
hesitateto use any meansto acquirethat. Asaresult of acquiring
wedth, heworriesabout itssafety and stability and congtantly thinks
about protectingit, which resultsin not leading apeaceful and happy
life. Fulfilling thesedesires providestemporary luxuries, whichare
nothing but attraction. They do not give aman his life's true
happiness. Inner strength of the Salf donegivesthat real happiness
inlife. That Supreme Power (AtmaShakthi) donewill takeaperson
to trueand great heights of abundance and magnificence of human
life. For thisrichness, thereisno need to acquirewedth or luxuries.

-to be continued

( How erroneousand short-sighted it isto think that temples

or chapels are the only abodes of God. Temple is no doubt
placeof externa worship.Theideathat temple stoneistheabode)
of God contradictstheall pervasivenessof God and itisnothing

E)ut blasphemy. -Sri Babuji

e N
OBITUARY

Sri Pothargju Venkata Rama Sharma aged 75 years, a
resident of Sri Kaligardens Ashramam and an ardent devotee of
Sri Babuji Mahargj, attained Guru Sayujyam on Friday 12.07.2024.

May Sri Gurudev bestow peace on his soul and courage

to the family members.
\. Y
e N
OBITUARY

Sri Mandadi Sivayyaaged 75 years, aresident of Kattamuru
Villageand an ardent devotee of Sri Babuji Mahargj, attained Guru
Sayujyam on Thursday 08.08.2024.

May Sri Gurudev bestow peace on his soul and courage

to the family members.
\. J
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PARIPRASNENA SEVAYA
- Si Parasara Prasad

(Readers, please note that from this issue we are giving the
articles contributed by Si Parasara Prasad under the above
caption dealing with doubts of devotees and cleared by Si
Gurudev)

Thebelieversof God say “ Brahma SatyamJagat midhya” ,
while the non-believers would say, “Jagat satyam Brahma
midya” . Surprisingly for both, the‘l’ remainstrue. But whoisthis
“I"?

For those who believe and worship God do have little
dissatisfaction. God may remaininmandir or templebut they do
not get thefeeling that “ I have become dearer to God.” God is
withyou, inyou. you should contemplateon Him. Thisiscalled
Atma vicharana. Without knowing your Self, you cannot know
God.

By doing variousrituals, pujas, etc., you cannot reach God.
That isduetoignorance of mind. Do thisasAradhana. Turnyour
heart asMandiram. Think God asthe Lord of the Universeand
whatever you seeareentitiesof God. That isthe best way of God
redisgtion.

Do not limit to the precinctsof four wallsof temple. Look into
your heart. Then eternal lovewill exudefromyou. Then Youwill
loveall beingswith compassion. Always contemplate“Who am
|7 Slowly theimpuritiesof heart will dissolve. Thisisthetruth.
Thisiswhat Sri RamanaMaharshi dsosaid. “Youwill experience
Brahma satyam jagat midhya,” said our Gurudev. We should
thereforereligioudy follow what our Gurudev saidto us .*

Printed, Published by C.V.RamanaBabu, onbehaf of Yogini
Sri ChandraKai PrasadaMathgji Charitable Trust and Printed at
Samardha Sadguru Publications,D.N0.3-499, Sri Kali Gardens
Ashram, Nambur - 522 508, Guntur Dist, Andhra.Pradesh , and
publishedat D.N0.3-499, Sri Kali GardensAshram, Nambur -
522 508, Guntur Dist., Andhra.Pradesh. Editor:Dr.Ramaswami
Sampath.
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Photos of Sri Mathaji's United Kingdom tour
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